Survey Participants

=AEES 27-34

Highly educaled, so% have
mslers degrees
-fig 7o mareied or partmeredd
5700 dre parenis
- live throughol Thailand, India,
Cuanada, the US.. and Swilzerland

-work in Helds of communication,

e, consulling, teachin,
[mance, witing, Wechnolossy, and
CTREITICC T

Where Do We Go From Here! Advice [rom Parlicipanls on
Communicating Effectively Across Cultures
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Look [or and actively participale in cross-cullural activities and organizations
Learn and reinforee forekgn languages

Travel outzide of vour bome country

Waork with stormvtelling to connect across different peoples’ experiences

Dion'l presume anylhing when meeling someane. [isten frst and share yvour
mwn persanal experiences W huld a gstronger connection with one another

Third Culture Kids 20 Years Laler

A Study In Several Parts

I 1904, 16 Cornell stondents participated in video discussions and conferences. In zoo1, 22 sbudents from 6 colleges

Alice Wu, Cornell University

were interviewed., and in zo14. 12 at Cornell. In zozz, lonrteen lormer students from all three videos shared
insights and updates on their lives in an online survey and zoom calls. Here are some ol the findings.

Career: “I have chosen to work
internationally and my GN backeround has
macle it easv for m to adapt and set up
offices In multiple countries.”

Spouse/Partner: °I don't think I could live in
the same place tor 20+ vears. | debimitely
looked for a partner who would be
interested m moving across the country
and potentially the globe,”

Children; "We are a very multicultural
family and thev are comfortable with their
mixed wdentity. My son happily carres our
[lags on his backpack.”

Challenges and Benefits

Benefits: globalized perspective, adaptability,
crpathy, Hexibiliby

Challenges: difliculty teeling complete belonging
to a sroup, lack of stable Lite-lony relationships

“I think the irvest advanlage iy also Hie bhigeest
disadvantage. You become different and hard to
fin dowen in a singde box. You learn e alafily Lo
fit int evervehere and noghere at the same time.
You bhring an oulside perspective thal many
centrally cultured people lack. "the rest of the
world becomes real to vou instead of a construct

of atherness.”

Survey Topics/ Clear results

=Does your TCR/GN background allecl your
life chiobees? How 8o

- hotee ol study/career - 937% Yes
-C:hotce ol spouse/partner -1o0% Yes
-Choloe ol hosw to raise chitldren -867: Yes
- Benefits' Challenges -Very similar views

“I'an anrazed al Hve conmron nivderiving
Palterns even Hvongh o0 oe beeir fin
conilelely different places awd fields.”

Countries lived in betore (left) and atter (right) 18 vears old: totalling 22




